MOTHER OF RUSSIA

not merely that the sturdy Slavs made admirable work-machines.
The dealers seemed to have them in unlimited supply. History is
silent on the lives these unfortunate creatures lived, but there Is no
reason to believe that it was anything better than the life of beasts
of the field.

Wealtli was reckoned not in terms of land., as elsewhere, but in
terms of slaves. Indeed, a man's right to land was based on his
poises-ion of the slave labour that toiled in it. Thus one of the prin-
cipal themes of the everlasting Russian symphony is enunciated.
The interdependence, in a peculiarly individual form, of land and
labour, of producing power and man power, is stressed.

And as the nobles grew more powerful, so the slave motive deve-
loped. The petty slave-owner disappeared, to become himself a slave
to a greater proprietor. The gap between wealth and poverty
widened. As the luxury of the Court grew, as the power of the
Princes increased, so the standards of the people deteriorated. It
forms a striking, if unexpected, illustration of the thesis of the
present rulers of Russia that he who owns the means of production
owns the mechanism of power.

But the Russian people had their own mute way of protest. It
was the same answer as they returned to the serf laws of later
potentates. It was the reply of the Russian Land to the usurper. For
the Russian Land is vast and it is easy to disappear into it. Slowly the
migration began. It increased in speed. And as it increased, as more
and more Impoverished serfs trudged northwards to a place where
greater freedom ruled, so the power of Kiev waned. It was thus that
the power of Novgorod was established. And when Andrey Bogul-
yubski sacked Kiev, he did so in virtue of the power that the Russian
people had conferred upon him.
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